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The District is Created

Å Municipalities supported the idea of regional cooperationbut not 
annexation.

Å Initial draft to form a district included a multitude of responsibilities: 
water distribution and sewer collection as well as transportation 
networks, zoning, building permits and inspections, health management.

Å Heavy political debate and lobbying eventually led to the approval of 
several towns to form a common water and sewer agencywith a base 
population of over 180,000. 

Å Finally in 1929, through an Act of Legislature, the Hartford Water Works 
becomes the Metropolitan District.

Å /ƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊƻŀŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ 
and Responsibilities enacted under State Statute.



Charter Provisions

ÅProvide and Maintain Water Supply

ÅServe Towns within 20 miles of the Capitol

ÅProvide and Maintain Sewer Systems

ÅConstruct and Maintain Highways

ÅConstruct and Maintain Public Works facilities, including 
Solid Waste facilities

ÅConstruct Hydroelectric facilities

ÅProvide Recreation

ÅAcquire Real Estate

ÅCollect Taxes and Issue Debt



Member Towns

Serve Eight Member Towns in the Greater 
Hartford Area:

Å Hartford

Å West Hartford

Å Bloomfield

Å Newington

Å Wethersfield

Å Windsor

Å Rocky Hill

Å East Hartford

Water Service to Portions of:

Å South Windsor

Å East Granby

Å Farmington

Å Glastonbury

Å Portland





MDC Existing Water Service Area



MDC Current Services

Å Water Treatment & Supply
ï Barkhamsted Reservoir Capacity: 30.3 billion gallons
ï NepaugReservoir Capacity: 9.5 billion gallons
ï Miles of Pipe: 1,570
ï Pump Stations: 17
ï Customers: 101,000
ï Water Treatment Facilities: 3
ï Land Space: 31,000 acres of property in CT and MA, of which 28,000 acres are watershed lands

Å Water Pollution Control
ï Facilities: 4
ï Miles of Pipe: 1,197
ï Pump Stations 67
ï Number of Customers: 107,000; Population 375,000

Å Hydroelectric Facilities
ï Facilities: 2 on the West Branch of the Farmington River

Å Household Hazardous Waste Collection
ï Offered each spring and fall at numerous sites in member and non-member towns

Å Mid Connecticut Project
ï Solid Waste Processing transforming 2500-4000 Tons / Day of Municipal Solid Waste into a Refuse Derived 

Fuel which is utilized as a combustible fuel in the adjacent Power Plant. 
Å Recreation

ï MDC supply areas and open space support many recreational activities
Å Riverfront Maintenance

ï MDC maintains over 80 acres of riverfront parklands and 4 miles of riverside trails



Water Supply

BarkhamstedReservoir



THE NEPAUG RESERVOIR



SavilleDam Gatehouse



Saville Dam



NepaugDam Reservoir 2, West Hartford

BarkhamstedReservoir
Spillway Channel

SavilleDam Gatehouse



Reservoir 6, West Hartford, CT



Dam Construction Dates
Å NepaugReservoir ~ NepaugDam

Concrete gravity dam (650 feet long and maximum 
height of 156 feet above bedrock) built 1914-1917.

Å NepaugReservoir ~ Phelps Brook Dam
Earth embankment dam (1,200 feet long and 65 feet 
high) with concrete corewallconstructed 1914-1917.

Å NepaugReservoir ~ East Dike
Earth embankment dam (650 feet long and 27 feet 
high) with concrete corewallconstructed 1915-1917.

Å West Hartford Reservoirs ~ 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6
Earthen dams constructed between 1864-1895.

Å Lake McDonough
wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 5ŀƳΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфмрΦ !ƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ         
as the Compensating Reservoir.

Å SavilleDam
Built in 3 phases; Earth embankment dam (1,950 feet 
long and 137 feet high) with concrete corewall
constructed 1933-1940.

Å Goodwin Dam ςWest Branch Reservoir
άIƻƎōŀŎƪέ ŘŀƳΣ ōǳƛƭǘ мфрр-1960. Authorized in 1949, 
giving the District the ability to regulate flow in the 
Farmington River.

Å Colebrook River Dam

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dam, built in 1969.



Watersheds


